PREFACE

THE names of cities standing at the head of the
chapters must not be taken to mean that this book
is a traveller's diary. Such a diary was indeed
kept, with a full record of notable incidents and
conversations, especially of the latter, to which
I attach great importance in my studies of
America. A few of these conversations I have
reproduced, but oftener given only the substance
pf them* Here and there, also, I have described
&n incident, grave or gay, which started a train of
jhought Beyond this I shall not trouble the
reader with my adventures in the United States of
America. If I did, my book would be many times
the size of this one. In general the place-name
jmerely indicates that something connected with
pat city or its inhabitants, or some incident or con-
versation there, fixed my thoughts on the subject
named in the chapter heading. Thus in Phila-
delphia my thoughts turned to the Declaration of
Independence; in Washington, to politics and
politicians; in Hollywood, to unrealities; in
Chicago, to dark problems; in New York, to
American dties in general. Some of the chapters
were in fact written, or at least sketched, in the
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